
Heit Realty 
 
  

Heit Realty is one of the three real estate businesses in 
Durand.    It was established in the year 1947 serving the 
Durand area with real estate services.  Glen and Gregg Heit 
bought this building  located on Main Street in 1987.  They 
remodeled the building for its modern look.  The main level is 
also shared with Ken Schmidt Insurance.  
   

   
   

History of  Heit Realty 

 Durand was not settled until 1856 when the need arose to have a settlement 
between Eau Claire and the Mississippi.  Miles Durand Prindle came into the 
region and bought a tract of land.  He surveyed and platted the village of 
Durand.  The first year a boarding house, store, blacksmith shop, hotel, and keel 
boat were built.  This boat ran between Read's Landing, Durand, and Eau 
Claire.  As each year progressed so did numerous other buildings and 
businesses.  In March 1871, Durand was incorporated as a village.  
    The current Heit Realty building's history began when the founder of Durand, 
Prindle, sold the entire block to Almon & Jane Smith in 1861.  They in turn sold 
one forth of the block to Sara and A.J. Wallace, originally from Ontario, Canada, 
who built the building in 1867.  He became a plumber and started a hardware 
store.  This building was that hardware store.  Twelve years later, in 1879, A.J. 
brought a partner in, Wm Hammond.  The store was then called Wallace & 
Hammon.  Sadly, three years later a fire broke out on Christmas day destroying 
the building and others on the block.  Wallace & Hammon then sold the remains 
in 1882 to Harriet and G. Babcock for $400.  They did nothing with the lot and 
resold it in 1981 for $550 to AE and Emma McKee who built the now existing brick 
building.  That new building was then sold two years later for $1, 400 to NH 
Mertes.  The price drastically increased due to the building.  Mertes then sold it to 
JG Leonard in 1897 for $1800.  On legal papers, the men just used initials along 
with their last names to identify themselves.  Leonard sold it to the bank for 
$2600 in 1902.  The bank was thinking of relocating here but decided to renovate 



their own location.  
    The Bank of Durand wanted to get rid of the building so they sold it to Mary 
Bauer in 1910 for $2,500 which was a loss of $100.  She then sold it to the Durand 
Light and Power Co. for $3,000.  According to Carol Weishapple, a former 
employee of the Power Co., started the basement along the river was rented out 
to John Carlisle in the 1940's.  John used the basement portion as a barber 
shop.  There his hours were long and he would do shavings and cutting of hair 
along with razor sharpening.  To this day the mirrors cover the walls and the tile 
covers the floor.  In 1987, Gregg Heit bought the building, on the main level is Heit 
Realty and Ken Schmidt Insurance.  The lower level or basement is storage.  Gregg 
remodeled the inside to its modern look. 
 

Services of Heit Realty 

            Real estate -  farm, home, and commercial  
  

            Appraisals -  personal property and real estate  
  

            Auctions -   farm and household  

 

Area Covered By Heit Realty 

Heit Realty gives service to communities all around the area.  The following is a 
list of counties and cities that are covered: 
 
   
        Pepin County-- Pepin, Durand, Stockholm 

        Pierce County-- Plum City 

        Dunn County-- Elmwood 

        Buffalo County-- Mondovi, Nelson 
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